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GEORGIA COUNCIL FOR THE ARTS 

DIVISION PROFILE 
Georgia Council for the Arts (GCA) empowers the arts industry in Georgia and 
artists around the state to cultivate healthy, vibrant communities that are rich in 
civic participation, cultural experiences and economic prosperity. As a division of 
the Georgia Department of Economic Development, Georgia Council for the Arts 
provides grant funding, programs and services statewide that support this vital 
industry, preserve our cultural heritage and create increased access to high quality 
arts experiences.
 

QUARTERLY DIVISION HIGHLIGHTS 
1.  The first Southeastern Creative Placemaking Leadership Summit was held in 

Chattanooga this March. Beyond Big Cities: Creative Placemaking in Southern 
Small Towns and Rural Communities was presented by The National Consortium for 
Creative Placemaking in partnership with South Arts and ArtPlace America, and is 
supported by the National Endowment for the Arts. GCA served as a member of the 
conference planning committee and provided scholarships to seven rural Georgia 
arts organizations and local governments to attend. The conference shared tools 
and best practices for leveraging the creative assets in rural communities and small 
towns to attract and retain residents, creatives and businesses, and bring visitors to 
experience the unique nature of your place. More than 64 Georgia organizations 
and local governments attended the conference, significantly more than any other 
state in the region.

2.  The Georgia Poetry Out Loud State Finals were hosted by the Atlanta History 
Center on Sunday, March 11, 2018. The winner was Valyn Turner, a junior at Lanier 
High School in Sugar Hill, Ga. She will receive $200 from the National Endowment 
for the Arts (NEA). Her school will also be presented with a $500 certificate that 
will go toward new books. Ms. Turner will represent Georgia at the national finals in 
Washington, D.C. Poetry Out Loud is a national program sponsored by the National 
Endowment for the Arts (NEA) and the Poetry Foundation which encourages high 
school students to learn about poetry through memorization and recitation of 
the written word.  This year, more than 6,500 GA HS students in 73 schools in 32 
counties participated with the support of over 330 teachers.

By the Numbers
•  FY19 Grant Application 

Numbers  

106
Partner Grant Applications 

59
Project Grant Applications 

48
Arts Education Program  
Grant Applications 

44
Number of counties we  
received applications from 

$3,097,423*

Total Funds Requested 

$1,100,000*

Approximate FY19  
grants budget 

*Note: Numbers do not include 
Vibrant Communities Grants

•  This Quarter GCA staff 
led five statewide 
trainings/webinars: Two 
for the Department of 
Community Affairs on the 
Arts & Tourism and GCA 
and other arts funding 
sources, and three grant 
writing/grant application 
workshops

• For further information or 
details – please contact:  
 
Karen Paty 
Georgia Council  
for the Arts 
Executive Director 
404.962.4015 
kpaty@gaarts.org

Contact Information

Georgia Poetry Out Loud finalists: Third Place, Mina Yu, Oconee County High School, Watkinsville, Ga.;  
First Place, Valyn Turner, Lanier High School, Sugar Hill, Ga.;  

Second Place, Nahla Shepard, Liberty County High School, Hinesville, Ga.

1



Georgia Department of Economic Development  |  75 Fifth Street, NW  |  Suite 1200  |  Atlanta, GA 30308  |  +1.404.962.4000 

3.  In February, GCA’s Executive Director served as a juror for Art from the Inside, an art exhibit and juried contest of work 
created by offenders in the state prison system. Hundreds of pieces of art were submitted, and on display for four days in 
the lobby of the James H. “Sloppy” Floyd Veterans Memorial Building. Thirty-five artists were awarded ribbons. GCA sent a 
copy of its publication “Georgia Masterpieces” to each awarded artist and the library of every participating state prison.  

UPCOMING EVENTS AND OPPORTUNITIES
•  Arts in Corrections Pilot Program: In June, GCA in partnership with the Georgia Forestry Foundation and the Georgia 

Department of Corrections, will pilot a twelve-week artist residency program at Ware State Prison.  Savanah wood turner 
Steven Cook will guide the offenders in Ware’s woodworking program through the principles and practice of creating 
a work of art with wood donated by the Georgia Forestry Foundation.  Research shows that Participants in Prison Arts 
programs statistically have:

 o Lower recidivism rates
 o Lower incidences of in-prison infractions/disciplinary action
 o Are more likely to pursue other training/education (especially true amongst those who are long time inmates)
 o Show increased social-emotional skills such as anger management and coping skills.

•  Vibrant Communities Grant: In July 2018 GCA will publish the grant guidelines for the FY19 Vibrant Communities Grant.   
These grants are made available for eligible entities in counties in which no FY19 Project, Partner or Arts Education Grants 
have been awarded. Vibrant Communities Grants provide up to $5,000 for arts projects such as performances, exhibits, 
workshops, readings, demonstrations, murals, artist residencies, etc.  Eligible applicants include non-profit organizations, 
government entities, colleges/universities, libraries and schools.  

GEORGIA COUNCIL FOR THE ARTS 
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CENTERS OF INNOVATION

DIVISION PROFILE 
Exclusive to Georgia, the Centers of Innovation provide the technical expertise, 
collaborative research, and partnership opportunities to help Georgia’s strategic 
industries connect, compete and grow.
 

QUARTERLY DIVISION HIGHLIGHTS
1.  The Georgia Innovation Summit took place on Feb. 20 at the GTRI Conference 

Center in Atlanta and featured dynamic presentations on emerging trends and 
innovations that affect businesses large and small throughout Georgia.  The 
Summit was presented by the Georgia Mentor Protégé Connection in partnership 
with the Georgia Department of Economic Development Entrepreneurship & 
Small Business Team, the Georgia Centers of Innovation, and the Georgia Tech 
Enterprise Innovation Institute. 

2.  The SOAR Conference took place on March 6-8, 2018 at the Middle Georgia 
State Conference Center in Macon, hosted by COI Aerospace and the Georgia 
Manufacturing Extension Partnership, connected Georgia companies with 
resources to expand their business in the Aerospace, Automotive, and Defense 
industries. This three-day conference featured 230 ‘Fast Pitch’ sessions between 
Georgia suppliers and major southeastern U.S. OEMs along with educational 
sessions to help small business owners grow their business and boost profitability.

3.  COI Agribusiness and COI Energy Technology were sponsors of the 2018 AgLanta 
Conference on urban agriculture March 27-28 at the Georgia Railroad Freight 
Depot in Atlanta. Urban and controlled environment agriculture is growing in 
Georgia with recent major announcements for new facilities, particularly the Pure 
Flavor 75-acre greenhouse in Peach County to grow tomatoes and cucumbers 
year-round.

4.  COI Aerospace led the State of Georgia proposal effort to the FAA Integration 
Pilot Program (IPP) to accelerate opportunities for the state’s UAS manufacturers 
and operators. The proposal brought together more than 50 companies, agencies, 
and organizations to develop a road map to safely advance UAS usage as a cross 
cutting tool in key strategic areas: agriculture, disaster preparedness, film & media, 
infrastructure inspection, medicine and public safety.

By the Numbers

807
Total number of COI 
engagements so far in FY18 
across all 12 regions with 51%  
of engagements outside of 
metro Atlanta 

230
Number of ‘Fast Pitch’ sessions 
between automotive/aerospace 
suppliers and OEMs at 2018 
SOAR Conference in Macon 

$7M+
Direct economic benefit from 
COI projects so far during FY18 

$118M
Announced investments of 
projects significantly supported 
by COI

• For further information or 
details – please contact:  
 
Steve Justice 
Centers of Innovation 
Executive Director 
478.308.3097 
sjustice@georgia.org

Contact Information

The Georgia Innovation Summit was presented by the Georgia Mentor Protégé Connection 
in partnership with the GDEcD’s Entrepreneurship & Small Business Team, the Georgia 

Centers of Innovation, and the Georgia Tech Enterprise Innovation Institute.
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5.  COI Energy Technology is partnering with the EPA, Georgia EPD, GEFA and the Georgia Recycling Coalition on a 
Georgia Sustainable Materials Management tool. Georgia was chosen by the EPA as the pathfinder state for this effort 
because of our team’s work in developing tools to track waste streams as possible inputs to other manufacturing 
processes as part of the emerging circular economy. Once this tool is completed, EPA will deploy it nationwide.

6.  The grant from the DoD Office of Economic Adjustment is now officially extended through December 31, 2018 to 
allow further improvements to the Georgia Defense Exchange web-based tool to assist Georgia defense contractors to 
capture more DoD contracts.

7.  COI sponsored and participated in the Georgia Tech InVenture Prize as judges in the K-12 InVenture Prize while COI 
Manufacturing sponsored the People’s Choice award at the university-level InVenture Prize. COI is now working with 
finalists to help them commercialize their inventions. 

8.  The COI Manufacturing sponsored Georgia Tech/Thelco Technology grant is progressing well with a beta prototype 
unit (see picture) now operating on the root of the Georgia Tech Manufacturing Institute, collecting particulate 
concentration data, and successfully transmitting the data via a cellular connection. The device is intended to actively 
monitor emissions from petroleum refineries to enhance public safety.

9.  COI is supporting the Georgia Smart Communities Challenge, a statewide program to support local governments 
across Georgia with seed funding, technical assistance, and more as they plan and activate smart development.  The 
partners include Georgia Tech, Georgia Chamber, Georgia Power, Georgia Municipal Association, Metro Chamber, Atlanta 
Regional Commission, Technology Association of Georgia, and COI. 

10.  COI IT sponsored the Sandbox ATL Show & Tell event in January which featured companies doing work in data. COI IT 
is also activity engaged in Columbus on FinTech activities and in Augusta on the new Cyber Security Training Center.

11.  COI Logistics and the Georgia Chamber are partnering on a Future of Mobility Working Group, a group of private and 
public-sector stakeholders in transportation and logistics to discuss future technology trends and how Georgia can best 
be positioned to support efforts that help us grow our competitive advantage in transportation. 

UPCOMING EVENTS AND OPPORTUNITIES
• COI Aerospace will host the Aviation 2018 Forum & Exhibit in Atlanta on June 25-29, 2018.  This event will bring in over 

2,000 U.S. and international aerospace industry leaders.

• COI Logistics and HunterMaclean will host the 2018 Savannah Logistics Luncheon on July 20 at the at the Savannah 
International Convention Center

CENTERS OF INNOVATION

4



FILM, MUSIC AND DIGITAL ENTERTAINMENT

DIVISION PROFILE 
The Georgia Film, Music & Digital Entertainment Office develops the state’s 
film, television, & commercial production industries by marketing the state to 
production companies; location scouting; and coordinating the filming needs 
of companies with other state agencies, local governments, and citizens. The 
office actively works to develop the industry’s infrastructure and workforce, 
certifies projects under the Georgia Entertainment Industry Investment Act, 
and oversees the Camera Ready community program to engage municipalities 
throughout Georgia.
 

QUARTERLY DIVISION HIGHLIGHTS
1.  The film division is preparing for its annual “Georgia Night in L.A.” event May 31st 

at the Sunset Tower Hotel in West Hollywood, California.  Initially established as a 
way to maintain ties to Georgians that had relocated to Los Angeles, this annual 
networking event grew to include producers with projects in development and 
past clients who had produced in Georgia. Governor Deal will once again attend 
to reaffirm the state’s support of the film industry.  

2.  UGA’s annual Chapter Lecture Series was devoted to the film industry this year. 
This year, Deputy Commissioner Lee Thomas engaged in a conversation with 
producers Gale Anne Hurd (Aliens, Terminator, The Walking Dead) and Will 
Packer (Ride Along, Straight Outta Compton, Girls Trip) at UGA on February 26th 
at the UGA chapel.   

3.  Deputy Commissioner Lee Thomas traveled Los Angeles to participate in the 
Association of Film Commissioners International (AFCI) week February 28th- 
March 3rd.    

 

UPCOMING EVENTS AND OPPORTUNITIES
The film office sponsors and participates in numerous local film festivals, and 
typically has passes available if you would like to attend a screening. Here is a list of 
upcoming festivals.

By the Numbers
Georgia is currently hosting
 
19 feature films 
 
31 television series 
 
in various stages of 
production.  Notable projects 
include the Disney Film 
“Jungle Cruise” starring 
Dwayne Johnson, the indie 
feature “Instant Family” 
starring Mark Wahlberg,  
and Season 9 of “The  
Walking Dead.” 

Marvel Studios’ “Avengers: 
Infinity War” made an 
estimated $640.9 million 
at the worldwide box office 
for its opening weekend, 
according to Disney. That 
shatters the record for biggest 
worldwide opening held by 
the Georgia-lensed “The Fate 
of the Furious,” which made 
$541 million for its global 
opening last year.

• For further information or 
details – please contact:  
 
Lee Thomas 
Georgia Film, Music and 
Digital Entertainment 
Deputy Commissioner 
404.962.4048 
lthomas@georgia.org

Contact Information

Filming of Season 9 of “The Walking Dead” is currently underway in Georgia.

5



Georgia Department of Economic Development  |  75 Fifth Street, NW  |  Suite 1200  |  Atlanta, GA 30308  |  +1.404.962.4000 

American Youth Film Festival, Atlanta (June 13 - 16, 2018) - The American Youth Festival Group (AYFG) launched its 
film festival division, The American Youth Film Festival (AYFF) in 2015 at the Columbus State University Center for 
International Education. The festival includes screenings, panel discussions and workshops for young people.

Atlanta Shortsfest (July 6 - 7, 2018) - Atlanta Shortsfest showcases a diverse mix of short films (under 45 minutes) 
by filmmakers from across the globe in a wide range of genres. The festival was established to spotlight and promote 
excellent short films, and provide an important platform to share work with appreciative audiences and fellow 
filmmakers.

Atlanta Underground Film Festival (July 19 - 21, 2018) - Since 2004, the Atlanta Underground Film Festival (AUFF) has 
served as a forum where filmmakers thrive outside the mainstream arena. AUFF will showcase short and feature films in 
a casual, laid-back setting where filmmakers and fans are encouraged to connect and collaborate.

FILM, MUSIC AND DIGITAL ENTERTAINMENT
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GLOBAL COMMERCE

DIVISION PROFILE 
The Global Commerce team seeks to increase jobs and investment through locating and 
expanding businesses, as well as growing small businesses. The Global Commerce team 
includes statewide and existing industry project teams, small business, and Georgia’s 

international representatives in 11 strategic regions around the world. 

QUARTERLY DIVISION HIGHLIGHTS 
1.  On January 23, 2018 it was announced that Groupe PSA, a French multinational 

manufacturer of automobiles and motorcycles, will locate its new North American 
headquarters in Fulton County. With its five world-renowned car brands, Peugeot, 
Citroën, DS, Opel and Vauxhall Motors, as well as its mobility application brand called 
Free2Move, Groupe PSA is one of the largest car manufacturers in the world, and the 
second largest in Europe.

2.  Facebook announced in March that it will create at least 100 full-time jobs and invest 
$750 million in a new data center in Stanton Springs over the next five years. New jobs 
will include positions in engineering and management, as well as opportunities for data 
center technicians. Facebook will construct two buildings to occupy 970,000 square 
feet. The buildings will be fully operational in 2020.

3.  On March 19, the Georgia Department of Economic Development, along with the 
Georgia Economic Developers Association (GEDA), announced Georgia’s 2018 Small 
Business Rock Stars. GDEcD and GEDA hosted a luncheon where four Georgia 
companies were honored for being outstanding, unique and impactful small businesses. 
The 2018 Small Business Rock Stars winners include: AKESOgen in Gwinnett County, 
Gottwals Books in Peach County, SouthLife Supply Company in Thomas County and 

STRAND Clinical Technologies in Columbia County.

UPCOMING EVENTS AND OPPORTUNITIES
•  GDEcD will host a pavilion at the 2018 BIO International Convention, held June 4-7, 2018 

in Boston. The BIO International Convention is hosted by the Biotechnology Innovation 
Organization (BIO), which represents more than 1,100 biotechnology companies, 
academic institutions, state biotechnology centers and related organizations across the 
United States and in more than 30 other nations. The Georgia USA pavilion will include 
a variety of co-exhibitors ranging from academic institutions to various life science 
organizations, life science companies, and government agencies

By the Numbers

• For further information or 
details – please contact:  
 
Tom Croteau 
Global Commerce 
Deputy Commissioner 
404.962.4013 
tcroteau@georgia.org

Contact Information

MailChimp CEO Ben Chestnut served as the keynote spearker at our  
2018 Georgia Small Business Rock Stars Awards luncheon.

•  During the third fiscal quarter, 
the Global Commerce team 
located 100 projects that 
resulted in over $1.6 billion 
investment and nearly 4,000 
new jobs. 

•  For the first three quarters of 
the fiscal year, the team has 
located 318 projects, creating 
nearly $4.7 billion investment 
and 20,000 jobs.

•  Projects in rural locations 
(outside the 10 county Metro 
Atlanta region, Savannah, 
Columbus, Macon, and 
Augusta) resulted in:

 • 69% of the total locations 
      (220 total),  
 • 59% of the total investment   
      ($2.75 billion) and  
 •  43% of the jobs created 

(8,575).
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INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS

DIVISION PROFILE 
Georgia’s International Relations team strengthens Georgia’s reputation as 
a welcoming location for international business and tourism by strategically 
cultivating and expanding Georgia’s international relationships. The office oversees 
communications and activities with foreign governments and is the state’s liaison to 
members of the Consular Corps. The division also manages the Governor’s trade and 
investment missions, welcomes international delegations and dignitaries, provides 
community outreach and education opportunities, and coordinates international 
efforts among state departments and agencies. 
 

QUARTERLY DIVISION HIGHLIGHTS
1.  In March, International Day at the Capitol was hosted in coordination with the 

annual visit of GDEcD’s international representatives. This annual event is an 
opportunity to demonstrate the value of Georgia’s global presence and the positive 
impact of our international economic development efforts. The morning program 
in the North Wing of the State Capitol, which featured remarks from Commissioner 
Wilson and State School Superintendent Richard Woods, as well as multilingual 
performances by local schoolchildren, also emphasized the importance of language 
and culture education as a key component of workforce development in our global 
economy. 

2.  In February the International Relations division hosted a Consular Breakfast 
featuring an economic outlook discussion led by economist Tom Cunningham. 
Attendees represented countries from Japan and Korea to Mexico and Canada, and 
offered GDEcD an opportunity to strengthen relations with this important group of 
foreign dignitaries. 

3.  In early March, members of GDEcD’s leadership team accompanied Tourism and 
Global Commerce representatives traveling to Germany, Austria and the United 
Kingdom. Team members divided up to promote and support Georgia from all 
angles, including strategic planning for European business development efforts; 
company calls in Austria; promoting Georgia at the world’s largest travel trade show 
in Berlin; targeting tour operators and marketing Georgia music at a large event in 
London; and prospective company calls in the UK. 

By the Numbers

• For further information or 
details – please contact:  
 
Abby Turano 
International Relations 
Deputy Commissioner and 
Chief of Protocol 
404.962.4073 
ebishop@georgia.org

Contact Information

Commissioner Wilson addresses the crowd at International Day at the Capitol. 

10  
Consuls General attended the 
Governor’s final State of the 
State address 

 
18  
diplomatic and business 
meetings with foreign 
dignitaries from 26 countries

 
130  
attendees at International Day 
at the Capitol
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UPCOMING EVENTS AND OPPORTUNITIES
•  The next Consular Breakfast networking event will be held in Atlanta on July 10, and will include visits to several of the 

innovation centers located in Tech Square. 

•  Delta Air Lines’ new nonstop flight between Atlanta and Shanghai, China will commence on Friday, July 20. GDEcD 
representatives will travel on the flight and go on a trade mission to strengthen and promote the business and tourism 
links between Georgia and China

INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS
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INTERNATIONAL TRADE

DIVISION PROFILE 
GDEcD’s nationally recognized International Trade Division works to bolster Georgia 
exports and brand the state as a competitive source of quality products and services. 
The division includes International Representatives located in 12 strategic global 
markets and assists Georgia companies to expand their sales worldwide. The Trade 
division provides Georgia businesses with the Global Insight and Global Connections 
they need to successfully diversify their international customer base. 
 

QUARTERLY DIVISION HIGHLIGHTS
1.  Georgia Expands International Representation to Peru 

In March, Governor Deal officially announced the expansion of Georgia’s 
international representation to Peru. Mr. Eduardo García-Zapatero joins our 
international team as Georgia’s trade representative in Peru. Ms. Veronica Medina 
will serve as the Managing Director of both the Chile and Peru markets. Georgia 
exports to Peru have increased 42% over the last decade and the state is the 7th 
largest U.S. exporter to the country. 

2.  International Representatives’ Annual Visit to Georgia 
Georgia’s global competitiveness is strengthened by the work of its international 
representatives. Sixty-seven percent of Georgia exports go to countries where the 
state has representation, and we now have a presence in 12 global markets. During 
the representatives’ annual visit in March, they learned about the impact of small 
business on Georgia’s economy and took part in more than 80 one-on-one export 
meetings. The group also learned about economic development in West Georgia 
during a regional tour that included site visits to Aventure Aviation, Kia Motors 
Manufacturing of Georgia, Hills and Dales Estates and West Georgia Technical 
College. 

3.  Celebrating Georgia’s Exporters 
On Tuesday, March 20th, Governor Deal honored 40 Georgia businesses for 
their export achievements at GDEcD’s Go Global reception. The GLOBE Awards 
recognize Georgia businesses for their success entering new export markets. This 

By the Numbers

12,447  
trade leads provided to  
Georgia companies in FY18

886  
Georgia exporters receiving 
customized export assistance

$8.4M 
exports supported by  
the trade team in Q3

• For further information or 
details – please contact:  
 
Mary Waters 
International Trade 
Deputy Commissioner 
404.962.4120 
mwaters@georgia.org

Contact Information

Governor Deal congratulates the 2018 Globe Award winners at 
our annual Globe Awards event at the Atlanta History Center.
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INTERNATIONAL TRADE

year’s winners are located across the state with employment ranging from 2-4000. Collectively, these companies 
expanded sales into 84 new countries in 2017. Top export markets among winners include Colombia, Canada and the 
United Kingdom. Six of the 2018 GLOBE winners were first time exporters.

4.  2017 Trade Numbers Released 
In February, the official trade numbers for 2017 were released and Georgia had a record year. Total trade exceeded 
$128.6 billion for the first time ever. Georgia exports surpassed $37.2 billion, an increase of 4% and reached 215 
countries and territories. Canada, Mexico and China remained Georgia’s top export markets, and all showed positive 
growth in 2017. 67% of exports and 78% of total trade involve markets where the state has representation.

UPCOMING EVENTS AND OPPORTUNITIES
•  SIAL China  – May 16-18, 2018 

 
In May, five Georgia agribusiness companies will travel with GDEcD trade managers to Shanghai to participate in 
the 2018 edition of SIAL China. China is Georgia’s 2nd largest food and agriculture export market and the state’s 
agricultural exports to China tripled in the last decade. Participating companies will benefit from pre-qualified 
matchmaking appointments, exhibitor space in the Georgia, USA booth and market intelligence provided by Georgia’s 
international representatives in China. 

•   SEUS-Canada  – June 3-5, 2018 
 
Join GDEcD at the 11th Annual SEUS-CP conference in Mobile, Alabama. The SEUS-CP alliance brings together six 
southeastern U.S. states and six Canadian provinces to promote trade opportunities between the two countries. 
Canada has been Georgia’s largest export market for more than two decades. The 2018 conference will feature a robust 
business-to-business matchmaking program focused on opportunities in the transportation, ICT and energy sectors. 
Additional details available at www.seuscp.com. 

•   Eurosatory – June 11-15, 2018 
 
Georgia defense companies will co-exhibit with GDEcD at this year’s Eurosatory show in Paris, France. As one of the 
world’s leading defense and security events, this show provides an opportunity for Georgia businesses to meet the 
world’s integrators, suppliers and manufacturers in the defense and security industries. The 2016 edition welcomed 
more than 57,000 attendees from 140 countries.

11



MARKETING AND COMMUNICATIONS

DIVISION PROFILE 
The Marketing & Communications division manages the agency’s reputation and 
promotes Georgia’s business, tourism, arts and entertainment assets throughout 
the state, U.S. and world. Through the creative integration of print, digital, social 
media, outdoor and broadcast channels, the division supports the department’s eight 
operating divisions. This includes new advertising campaigns, the creation of sales 
and marketing materials, digital advertising, all internal and external communications, 
media outreach, more than a dozen social media platforms across multiple divisions 
and the growth of the department’s nine targeted websites.
 

QUARTERLY DIVISION HIGHLIGHTS
1.  Two new Georgia Tourism television commercials have been airing in Greenville/

Spartanburg/Asheville, Jacksonville and Nashville. They began airing the week of 
March 26th and will run through the end of April. Focused on a young millennial 
couple and a multi-generational family, the fun, inspirational spots use road trips 
to showcase diverse and iconic destinations across the state. They also feature 
original music. Click here to take a look.  

2.  The Great Georgia Jobs television four-part series for the Workforce Division 
saw such success in its first airing last year, it is being run again in markets 
across Georgia this spring.  The show began airing on April 1st and will run 
through June. Whether you’re just entering the workforce or have reached a 
turning point in your career, each episode of this new television series will focus 
on great Georgia jobs and the Georgians who have landed them. The show’s 
host, Dale Cardwell is a six-time Emmy award-winning investigative reporter.  
Dale has spent almost 30 years educating consumers to become their own best 
advocate.  Click here to view the episodes.

3.  Season One of The Excursion with David Zelski started airing the second week 
of February and finished airing the end of March on both Fox Sports Southeast 
and Destination America. Produced for the Tourism Division, the show is hosted 
by David Zelski, formerly the host of the popular GPB series Georgia Traveler. 
David explores Georgia for a set of adventures that showcase a particular region 
of the state and embarks on thrill seeking excursions that just about anyone can 
enjoy. See the episodes at https://www.theexcursiontv.com/. 

By the Numbers

GEORGIA.ORG
• Pageviews increased 17.5% 
• Unique pageviews increased 14.3% 
• Sessions increased 3.8% 
• Users increased 1.6% 
•  Pages per session increased from 

1.98 > 2.24
•  Average session duration 

increased from 2:10 > 2:35
• Workforce traffic increased 7.4% 
• Sessions from Germany up 48.8% 

EXPLOREGEORGIA.ORG
•  Traffic from users in India 

increased 47.9%, Canada 25.6% 
and the UK 49.5% 

•  Sessions from referrals increased 
128.9% 

•  Sessions from direct visits 
increased 30.6% 

•  Sessions from social increased 
51.0%

•  Sessions from paid search 
increased 3.0% 

•  Weather.com was the #1 source 
of referral traffic, bringing 33,608 
users to the website

• For further information or 
details – please contact:  
 
Greg Torre 
Marketing & 
Communications 
Deputy Commissioner 
404.962.4173 
gtorre@georgia.org

Contact Information

New Georgia Tourism commercial - Love is Pretty Sweet in Georgia.

Q3 FY18 comparison 
to Q3 FY17
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4.  A fully integrated marketing and communications effort played a key role in Global Commerce’s successful 2018 
Small Business RockStars event on March 19.  Partnering with GEDA, the luncheon event at the Fox Theatre, along 
with a week-long media blitz was supported through a combination of digital advertising, landing page updates, 
social and traditional media outreach, and a series of small business RockStar video interviews.  The keynote 
speaker, a part of the support process, was Ben Chestnut, CEO and Founder of Atlanta-based MailChimp.

5.  We recently launched two new videos. Connect: Technology Works showcases Georgia’s assets in Cybersecurity, 
FinTech, HIT and Telecommunications. This visually stunning piece makes it no doubt that, in a world that runs on 
technology, no place shines brighter than Georgia. The video has already been hard at work at the Red Carpet Tour, 
the RSA Conference in California, and on the Web.  A new landing page and profile sheet complements the video. 
The other, a new Korean investment video, tells a very compelling story – in native language – as to why we are the 
best place for Korean companies to locate and grow.  Well-known Korean companies such as Hyundai, Kia Motors 
Manufacturing, and LG Hausys assisted in the production.

6.  A new site selection tool, Georgia Site Selector, was launched in February.  The new site selection platform housed 
on Georgia.org aggregates available commercial sites and properties with robust demographic, workforce, talent 
pool, business, industry, and GIS data. Site selectors and investors seeking their ideal business locations can use the 
wide variety of user-friendly research and analytical tools such as thematic heat maps, interactive data infographics, 
community comparison, polygon, radius and pinpoint tools. You can check out the new online data tool here: 
Georgia.org/SiteSelector 

UPCOMING EVENTS AND OPPORTUNITIES
• BB&T Tennis Open – Sponsorship.  July 21 – 29, 2018  http://www.bbtatlantaopen.com/

• Georgia Eats, the Official State Culinary Guide will be available to the public in late May.

MARKETING AND COMMUNICATIONS
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TOURISM

DIVISION PROFILE 
Georgia Tourism, through its network of regional and international representatives, 
Atlanta office, and 12 visitor information centers, assists the state’s communities 
and attractions in drawing potential travelers to their areas, and helps individual 
visitors and groups discover Georgia’s unique vacation options. The Division also 
helps communities develop well-planned and sustainable tourism products.

QUARTERLY DIVISION HIGHLIGHTS 
1.  On January 23, 2018, Gov. Nathan Deal was joined by leaders from Georgia’s 

tourism industry for the annual Tourism, Hospitality & Arts Day at the Capitol 
to recognize the $60.8 billion impact of tourism on Georgia’s economy. 
Representatives from the tourism industry presented Deal with a check 
representing the $3.1 billion in state and local tax revenue generated by tourism-
related expenditures. Deal also unveiled the cover of the official 2018 state travel 
guide, which features Georgia-native Jason Aldean, the reigning Academy of 
Country Music “Entertainer of the Year.” The full-color, magazine-sized guide 
highlights the state’s rich film and television heritage, world-class venues and 
unique festivals.

2.  Georgia Tourism hosted a Brand USA familiarization trip for five tour operators 
out of Japan including top producers JTB, HIS and Nippon Travel Agency. 
The group of decision makers and the Brand USA director for Japan toured 
Savannah and Atlanta February 7-9.

3.  Georgia Tourism hosted seven agents from STA Travel out of Australia, February 
18-22. STA travel is the largest student youth travel company dedicated to 
providing affordable travel logistics. This familiarization tour was a benefit of the 
department’s Travel South USA membership and sponsored by Delta Air Lines 
and Virgin Australia. While in Georgia these agents experienced a “Walking 
Dead” theme itinerary in the Atlanta area and also Savannah’s quirky and fun 
attractions that would appeal to a student population. 

4.  Members of the Georgia Tourism team attended Travel South Showcase in 
Biloxi, Mississippi, March 18-21, 2018. Travel South Showcase is the premier 

By the Numbers
2017 was another record-
breaking year for the tourism 
industry:

$63.1B  
Generated $63.1 billion in 
economic impact 

460,000+  
Georgians are employed 
statewide by the tourism 
industry

39% Higher  
Georgia’s total tourism 
demand now stands 39 
percent higher than its pre-
recession level in 2008 

$3.3B+  
Visitor spending generated 
more than $3.3 billion in 
state and local tax revenue  
in Georgia

$900/yr  
In addition, every Georgia 
household would need to 
be taxed an additional $900 
per year to replace the 
tourism taxes received as a 
result of the industry’s tax 
contribution

*According to U.S. Travel 
Association and Tourism 
Economics.

• For further information or 
details – please contact:  
 
Kevin Langston 
Georgia Tourism 
Deputy Commissioner 
404.962.4082 
klangston@georgia.org

Contact Information

Governor Deal celebrates Tourism, Hospitality & Arts Day  
at the Capitol with the state’s tourism industry professionals.
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Marketplace event in the South where over 500 tourism professionals gather for three days of intensive meetings 
with a goal of delivering more visitors, spending more time and more money in the South. During the event the sales 
and communications team met with more than 35 domestic tour operators and 30 domestic journalists

UPCOMING EVENTS AND OPPORTUNITIES 
•  Georgia Tourism will be a part of the Travel South USA European Sales Mission June 6 -15. The sales mission will 

include meetings with International tour operators, product managers, and editorial media in Milan, Lyon, and Paris. 
This program includes visits to current and future tour operator partners as well as editorial media from the key  
travel-trade press and targeted travel sections of consumer publications, both online and print. 

•  Georgia Tourism will host six journalists from the UK on a familiarization tour through Atlanta, Athens and the 
Northeast Georgia mountains from June 11 – 17. During the tour, the journalist will experience many of Georgia’s 
outdoor offerings, music heritage and Atlanta’s top attractions

TOURISM
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Workforce Development

WORKFORCE

DIVISION PROFILE 
The Georgia Department of Economic Development’s Workforce Division (WFD) 
administers the Workforce Innovation and Opportunity Act (WIOA) under the 
leadership of the State Workforce Development Board with the ultimate goal of 
improving the quality and marketability of Georgia’s workforce to meet the needs 
of business. 

QUARTERLY DIVISION HIGHLIGHTS 
1.  WFD Prepares for Transition to the Technical College System of  

As announced in the Governor’s State of the State Address, the Workforce 
Division, currently positioned under the Georgia Department of Economic 
Development, will be repositioned under the Technical College System of 
Georgia, effective July 1, 2018.  The team responsible for administering the federal 
Workforce Innovation and Opportunity Act will continue to provide employment 
and training services to Georgians in each region with the goal of building a strong 
and sustainable workforce to meet business needs.

2.  Georgia Trade Five Sponsors CEFGA Skills USA Georgia Competition 
Georgia Trade Five recently served as a presenting sponsor and exhibitor during 
the CEFGA Skills USA Georgia Competition. This event attracted more than 
8,000 students, parents and educators from across the state. Georgia Trade Five 
promoted the leading career opportunities that exist within Georgia five key 
skilled trade industries- construction, manufacturing, logistics, telecommunication 
and energy.

3.  WFD Completes PY16 Monitoring of Local Workforce Development Areas 
Each year, the Workforce division conducts on-site monitoring of each Local 
Workforce Development Area to review the financial, programmatic, and 
compliance of local administration and the service delivery process. The PY16 
Monitoring cycle was recently completed and WFD is now reviewing each LWDAs’ 
Corrective Action Responses in an effort to resolve all PY16 findings by the close 
of this program year. This process is designed to provide guidance, support and 
technical assistance to LWDAs while working to integrate and enhance Georgia’s 
workforce system. 

 

By the Numbers

136  
registered apprenticeship 
programs and 8,099 
apprentices in Georgia

8,246  
students, parents and 
educators attended the 
CEFGA Career Expo and Skills 
USA Georgia Competition

$46,500  
of Trade Five Grant and 
Scholarship funding has been 
awarded to Georgia schools 
and students in support of 
skilled trade education

• For further information  
or details – please  
contact GDEcD’s 
Workforce Division at 
404-962-4005 or visit 
workforce.georgia.org

Contact Information

Georgia Trade Five Sponsors CEFGA Skills USA Georgia Competition in Atlanta.
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Workforce Development

WORKFORCE

UPCOMING EVENTS AND OPPORTUNITIES
•  The 2018 WorkSource Georgia Academy (formerly WIOA Convening) will be held August 13-15, 2018 at The Classic 

Center in Athens and will be hosted by the Technical College System of Georgia
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