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GEORGIA TOURISM DIVISION NEWS
BUDGET WOES MAY CAUSE CUTS TO GRANT PROGRAMS:  
At this point, the grants for marketing, product development and technology development have been cut from the state budget.  Because there is a possibility that they could be reinstated, we have extended the deadline for the marketing co-op to July 31.  

GEORGIA MADE, GEORGIA GROWN:

Nearly 1,000 of Georgia's creative businesses and arts centric entrepreneurs are registered on the state's official creative economies website. We invite you to add a link from our new site to your website. By doing so, you are making a concerted effort to promote locally owned and operated businesses. 
 
If you are a Chamber of Commerce, Convention & Visitors Bureau, Arts Council, independently owned business, or creative entrepreneur with a website you are encouraged to add www.GaMadeGaGrownProducts.org to your site. The website is an excellent resource when searching for vendors that make and sell unique, authentic product; sourcing for potential vendor partners/exhibitors for festivals, events and professional development opportunities; local corporate retreats; looking for venues, destinations, state parks, historic and cultural centers to include on day trips, vacations, school and church field trips.
 
You can now search the site by travel region, so finding information is even easier. We ask you to encourage your local creative businesses to self register on the free website designed to market and promote Georgia's artists, entertainers, museums, galleries, farms, agritourism venues, crafters, theaters and so much more.
REGISTER FOR TECHNOLOGY IN TOURISM CONFERENCE TODAY!:  The Tourism Foundation will host the third annual Techno Tourism Conference April 20 - 21, 2009 at Marietta's Chattahoochee Technical College. The theme of the conference is "Social Media Marketing . . . Affordable, Effective and Essential". The conference will feature sessions led by industry professionals who have implemented effective, replicable social media and social networking marketing ideas.
 
Registration has been discounted to $99 per person. Don't procrastinate and miss this timely conference which will showcase best practices, provide hands-on instruction, interactive workshops and a tremendous opportunity to network with some of the best and brightest in the industry. Feel free to share this information with technology oriented and tourism focused companies who may want to participate as an exhibitor. 
 
Visit www.areg.caes.uga.edu and register today!
MARKETING COLLEGE REGISTRATION IS NOW OPEN:  Southeast Tourism Society’s Marketing College is now open for registration for this year.  STS offers some of the best training for tourism professionals that money can buy.  Seasoned professionals and educators teach best practices and provide you with the marketing tools to be a successful tourism marketer.  For more information about STS Marketing college, please visit www.southeasttourism.org.  I also have copies of STS Marketing College scholarship applications if you are interested in attended, but do not have the funding in your budget.  Please let me know if you have questions regarding the training.
MAGNOLIA MIDLAND’S REGIONAL NEWS

· SIGNAGE OPPORTUNITY FOR PRODUCT DEVELOPMENT:  One of the things we discussed at the Co-Op workshop was the lack of appropriate way finding signage for some of the unique tourism attractions in the region.  Places like Broxton Rocks and Briar Creek Battle Field immediately come to mind.  I know that there are many hard to find and poorly marked attractions within the region, so please help me create an inventory of places that need way finding signage.  I will work with Fay Tripp to contact USDA in regards to some potential funding for signage.  In order to pitch a proposal, I need to have an inventory of places that need signage.  Please email me if there are places in your community that would be a good fit for new way finding signage.
· IMPORTANT UPCOMING DATES:
- Magnolia Midlands Travel Association Meeting: March 19, 2009 in Reidsville
- Georgia on My Mind Day in Sylvania: April 16, 2009

- Magnolia Midlands Travel Association Meeting: May 21, 2009 in Dublin

- Governor’s Conference on Tourism: August 31- September 2, 2009 at Lake Lanier
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Douglas, GA 31533


Direct: 912-389-4821


Cell: 678-640-4342


� HYPERLINK "mailto:lhennesy@georgia.org" ��lhennesy@georgia.org�


For travel information, visit � HYPERLINK "http://www.exploregeorgia.org" ��www.exploregeorgia.org�


To learn more about experiencing the Magnolia Midlands, visit � HYPERLINK "http://www.magnoliamidlands.org" ��www.magnoliamidlands.org� 











