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August 2008 Report

GEORGIA TOURISM DIVISION NEWS

Georgia Travel Guide a Winner! - Georgia’s official state travel guide came away a strong winner after taking home one of the most coveted awards at the 17th Annual 2007 GAMMA Awards held in May 2008. The Travel Guide was awarded the Gold in the category of Best Single Issue (published 3 times a year or less), Consumer/Free.

2009 Georgia Travel Guide – Design of the 09 guide is underway. Reps will be proofing the attractions and lodging listings in the coming weeks, and will be in touch with county contacts to be sure the listings are up-to-date. Other items to note:

100,000 extra copies of the guide will be printed = total 850,000

Side bars will be recipes, not itineraries

Photos being solicited for review

2009 Advertising rates were kept flat from 2008 to 2009

No reader response card in 2009 travel guide

Verification calls are not trying to sell anything, only verify information

Who still needs 2008 travel guides? Contact regional rep.

Research – The following info is now posted on MarketGeorgia.org. Nerissa Serrano, Director of Research, is interested in partner feedback about the usefulness of this information. You may contact her directly at nserrano@georgia.org.

Latest Research newsletter (May-June 08)

ESRI Reports – demographic and consumer data analysis

ExploreGeorgia.org Partner Page Training – There will be several training sessions around the state. The Heartland Region will host training on Tues. Aug. 19th, 10:00am –12:30 pm, at Central GA Technical College in Macon.  Their address is 3300 Macon Tech Drive.  Contact your regional tourism rep for info about other training sessions.

Georgia Governor’s Conference on Tourism – view the agenda and register at

MarketGeorgia.org

GDEcD’s Travel Media Marketplace – FYI: bids for hosting the 2010 and 2011 events will go out in early 2009.

GeorgiaMadeGeorgiaGrown.com – visit this website for updates on efforts to promote Georgia Made Georgia Grown Products and the Creative Economies Initiative.
MEDIA, PUBLIC RELATIONS, TRAVEL SHOWS, MARKETING

Request for High Res Photos – Deadline Sept 4, 2008 – Send to mmccullough@georgia.org  
Photos will be reviewed for possible use in the State Travel Guide. Must also include photo credit (who took or provided the photo), brief description of the photo and written permission to use the photo (email OK.)

NTA and ABA Co-op Travel Show Opportunity - For one or both shows, if you would like to co-op with the State of Georgia, please contact Katie Baasen, Sr. Sales Mgr. at 404-962-4080 or kbaasen@georgia.org for details. Sponsorships are available as well – Deadline 10/1/08.
AAA Going Places Magazine “What’s Happening” section – new contact for submitting info. Please send information at least 90 days in advance to: goingplaces@aaasouth.com or mail to: AAA Going Places/What’s Happening, 1515 N. Westshore Blvd., Tampa, FL 33607

Fall Celebration at Tallapoosa VIC – The GA Visitor Information Center (VIC) – Tallapoosa is planning a promotional weekend Oct. 2-3, 10am – 2pm each day. For more info or to sign up contact Pam Cain at tallapoosa@georgia.org or 770-574-2621.

GA for the Holidays – The GA Visitor Information Center (VIC) – Lavonia is planning for a holiday promotion the week of Nov. 21-30. For more info or to sign up for one of those days, contact Pat Pierson at ppierson@georgia.org or 706-356-4019.

OTHER

From Randall Travel Marketing:

Glamping - It is "Glamour Camping" much like high-end safari tenting. It may be a tent but with Persian rugs, fine linens and gourmet food service.

WiFi Spots Increase - The number of Wi-Fi hot spots in the U.S. - such as hotels, airports and cafes - jumped 56% in 2007 to nearly 67,000. Source: JiWire
Quality and Price and Green - Shoppers are more likely to consider quality (66%) and price (58%) than environmental concerns such as where a product is made (44%) or its energy efficiency (41%). Source: BBMG Consumer Consciousness Report
Boomeropia.com - Check out this website - a compendium of travel ideas and info geared to boomers...everything from travel with pets to great ideas for Grandparent/kid trips. Make sure YOUR destination is featured there!

CulturalHeritageTourism.org – read the latest newsletter which includes an article about what consumers want in a travel website.

GHC Free Grant Writing Workshop – Aug 26, 2008, 4pm – 6pm, Funk Heritage Ctr, Waleska

Presented by: Georgia Humanities Council and Trail of Tears Association

Contact: Dr. Joseph Kitchens, (770)720-5970 or Ms. Arden Williams, (800)523-6202

Participants at this workshop learn the basics of grant writing and how to prepare a competitive application for the Georgia Humanities Council grant program. The workshop is offered free of charge, but participants must register online. Go to www.georgiahumanities.org, click on Calendar of Events, scroll down to August 26th and hit the link to register.

IMLS Grants Available – Deadline Sept 15, 2008

Bank of America is partnering with the Institute of Museum and Library Services to provide grants to small museums, libraries, and archives. The grants will raise awareness and fund preservation of treasures held in small museums, libraries and archives. Grants will help to preserve specific items, including works of art, artifacts and historical documents that are in need of conservation. Applicants will build on completed conservation assessments of their collections, to ensure that the Bank of America/IMLS grants are used in accordance with best practices in the field, and underscore the importance of assessment planning.

http://www.imls.gov/collections/grants/boa.htm

COMING UP! (Visit the Travel Industry Calendar at www.MarketGeorgia.org for more listings)

Aug 19 ExploreGeorgia Partner Page Training, Macon Tech 10-12

Aug 19  Explore Georgia Partner Page Training, Albany Tech 2:30 – 5 
Aug 27 ExploreGeorgia Partner Page Training, Appalachia Tech, Jasper

Sept 9 Hotel Tax Seminar, Toccoa, GA - Aug 29 Last day to register – click on link for info

http://www.mainstreetgeorgia.org/UserFiles/File/Hotel%20Motel%20Tax%20Seminar%20Fly

er.pdf

Sept 10-12 GA Governor’s Conference on Tourism/GACVB Annual Meeting/TDGA Meeting, Albany, GA

Oct 2-3 Fall Celebration promo at the GA Visitor Information Center-Tallapoosa
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