Classic South Travel Association

Regional Tourism Rep Report

July 22, 2008- Augusta Museum of History

· The new www.exploregeorgia.org website is up and running! Please make sure all your attractions, hotels, B&B’s, events and other information is on the site. (I will send a “How To Enter” information to the www.exploregeorgia.org website via email this week) You will see that you are now able to load photos to your listings- Please let me know if you have any problems with entering your information. There will be another website partner training session that will be held in Macon- in the next few weeks- I will send that information as soon as it is available. 

· Please make plans to attend the Georgia Governor’s Conference on Tourism- September 10-12, 2008 in Albany. If you haven’t registered to attend the conference please go to www.regonline.com/govtourismconf  This will be a joint meeting with GACVB and TDAG.
· Congratulations to all those that received a Co-Op Marketing Grant for 2008-2009- I have attached a very important fact sheet that you all need to make sure you follow closely in order to receive your reimbursement money from the grants. 

· Mandy McCollough is the new Tourism Rep for the Historic Heartland Travel Region. As most of you know by now Fay Tripp is now the Director of the Rep Program and Mandy was hired July 1st to take on the HH Rep duties from Fay. 
· We are currently working on compiling the information for the 2009 Georgia Travel Guide. Please let me know if you have caught any errors in last years book and please make sure to have all your information posted to the www.exploregeorgia.org website so that it will appear in the Travel Guide. I had also sent an email request for photos to be submitted to Lynne King at Atlanta Magazine for possible inclusion in the new guide. Photos must be:

300 dpi (high quality) EPS, TIF or JPEG

Minimum size: 3" x 5" (larger is preferred) A complete description must accompany each photo submission otherwise they will not be considered.

Photo location-site-city-region

Photo credit-who was photographer-company name Photo release-we must have a release from whoever has submitted the photo that they have permission to use the photo for print from the photographer and the people in the photo.

The photo can either be submitted on a CD or by email up to Sept. 5th, the sooner they send in their images the better chance they have being chosen.

Send photos to Lynne King, C/O Atlanta Magazine Custom Publishing- 260 Peachtree Street, Suite   300 Atlanta, Ga. 30303 

· Congratulations to those that received the 1st Tourism Product Development Grants- there will be another round of funding in the fall ($100,000) I will send more information asap.

· As most of you already know I have moved my office into the CSRA Regional Development Center just off the Riverwatch Parkway in Augusta. All my contact info will remain the same (PO Box 204068- Augusta, Ga. 30917-4068- email jbuttrum@georgia.org
I do have a new phone/fax number-
Phone- 706.210.2025
Fax: 706.210.2032

· Thanks to everyone that participated in the Georgia on My Mind Day at the Georgia Visitor Center in Augusta last Friday. The event was a huge success and made all the local TV station news. 
· Technology in Tourism Grants are due into the Atlanta office by July 31, 2008- you had to attend the conference in order to apply for the grants. Grant recipients will be notified the week of August 20th. This is a 50/50 matching grant (from $250- $3,000) with grant funds up-front. 
