Classic South Travel Association

Regional Rep Report

September 23, 2008

Jeannie Buttrum- jbuttrum@georgia.org  706.210.2025

I have moved my office into the CSRA Regional Development Center in Augusta. My PO Box remains the same (PO Box 204068- Augusta, Ga. 30917-4068) The new physical address is 3023 River Watch Parkway, Suite A   Augusta, Ga. 30907 ….I have a new phone number 706.210.2025 and fax 706.210.2032  Email is the same jbuttrum@georgia.org
The next round of Tourism Product Development Grants will launch on November 3rd, with the deadline for submittal on December 31st.Grants will be awarded in mid January with a completion date for the project by June 29th 2009. Maximum grant amounts will remain at $10,000 requiring a dollar for dollar local match.

Mark your calendars for November 5-6 to attend the 2008 Agritourism Conference that will be held in Perry at the Georgia National Fairgrounds and Agricenter. Topics that will be covered include: marketing, grants, risk management, etc. will be addressed in workshops and panels.
Go to www.areg.ceas.uga.edu for more information and to register online. 
Please make sure you are updating and adding new information on the www.exploregeorgia.org website. I have attached the instructions for entering your information. Please let me know if you would like for me to send you this information electronically and I will be happy to do so. I encourage you all to refer to the “Market Georgia Tourism” tab on the website…..go to www.georgia.org and scroll to the bottom of the page and click “GDEcD Partners” then click on “Market Georgia Tourism” and you will find lots of really good information about all the Tourism Division Programs and Services. 

The Georgia Visitor Center in Columbus invites everyone to host a special promotional day at the VIC!  A few things to keep in mind- Please contact Rita Hughes at the VIC if you are interested    email rhughes@georgia.org
· We have limited inside space however we can accommodate four   2ft x 4ft tables or card tables. 

· Lots of outside space available (please provide tent, tables, chairs) 

· Wed, Thurs, Fri, Sat are usually busier days.  (pending season) 

· We’ll try to help determine the busier days of the season. 

Fall Colors of Georgia, A celebration of Fairs, Festivals & Foliage throughout the State

September 26, 2008

Georgia Visitor Information Center

Ringgold, Georgia

10:00 am – 2:00 pm

As we anticipate cooler weather, turning of the leaves, country fairs 

and fall festivals, we invite our industry partners to join us and promote 

colorful events and areas all across our beautiful State.

(please bring your own table & chairs – booths will be located outside)

Call 706.937.4211 or email ringgold@georgia.org
I have been touring Camille Ronay around the Classic South Travel Region so that she could see first hand what Georgia Made Georgia Grown (GMGG) products that we have in the Classic South. Camille and I visited several counties last month and will be visiting several more in mid- October- Please let me know if you have something in your community that is GMGG that we for Camille to see. There will be a web registry that will allow visitors and major corporations to go and click on Georgia items that they are interested in purchasing. Go to www.georgiamadegeorgiagrown.com to read more about this marketing initiative.
Please mark your calendars for December 5, 2008 and plan to participate in the Georgia’s Holiday Happenings at the Georgia Visitor Information Center on I-20 in Augusta, Georgia
Call 706.737.1447 or email augusta@georgia.org for more information or to reserve your space!
The Georgia Department of Economic Development’s (GDEcD) Visitor Information Centers (VICs) were honored with an international marketing award for their Canadian Visitor Recognition program. The National Council of State Tourism Directors (NCSTD) announced the winners of the 2008 Mercury Awards program on August 26 at the Travel Industry Association’s annual Educational Seminar for Tourism Organizations. The Mercury Award honors the best in state tourism office marketing and promotion programs each year.  

The next meeting of the Classic South Travel Association will be on November 25, 2008 in Washington. Please mark your calendars and details will soon follow.
Submitted by:
Jeannie Buttrum

Classic South Regional Tourism Rep

706.210.2025 or email jbuttrum@georgia.org






